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LETTER 


, To All the Reverend the 
CLERGY 
OF THE 
Church of ENGLAND : 
Containing a 


P ROFEPOS AN 


For Raifing the Sum of 8750 l. per Annum 
for the Maintenance of Widows and 
ORPHANS of ſuch CLERGY as 


Die poor. 


By RICHARD GOODRICK, 
Curate of Corfley in WI LT S. 


Pure Religion and undefiled God and the Father, f is 
this, To viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Af- 


flition, and to keep himſelf unſporred from the World. 
St. JaMEs. 
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To All the ewe the 
CLERGY 
e OF THE 


Church of ENGLAND. 


fl Zdouſe, he hath denied the Faith, 
— d is worſe than an Infidel, 
ſays St. Paul to Timothy. 'Tis a horrible 
Charge upon a Chriſtian, to be ſaid to deny 
Bis Faith : But to pronounce him worſe than 
an Infidel, is to extinguiſh his Reaſon, and 
make him equal to the Beaſts that periſh, _ 
But yet the Apoſtle, however ſevere he 
__ be thought in his * of 
the 
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the great Guilt of this Sin, might have 
carried it much higher, and condemn'd the 
Man, that is guilty of it, even below*the 
very brutal Part of the Creation, as to the 
firſt Particular here mentioned, the pro- 
viding for our own Children, and Fami- 
lies: And ſuch a Man brings infinite Scan- 
dal and Reproach upon Religion in general, 
and the Church in particular. For an un- 
charitable Chriſtian is ſuch a Contradiction 
in Terms, as never can be reconciled in 
Reaſon ; his Practice and his Principles are 
ſo inconſiſtent, that the one ſtands eternally 
upbraiding, reviling, and ſubverting the 
other: Such a Man's Religion is vain, his 
Pretenſions to it mere Hypocriſy, a Diſ- 
honour to God, a ſolemn Sham upon his 
Faith, the Sport of prophane and atheiſtical 
Men, a Stumbling-block to all thoſe that 
are without the Church, and a Scandal upon 
-all thoſe that are within it : In ſhort, his 
Righteouſneſs is ſo far from excceding, that 
it comes not up to, the Righteouſneſs of 
Fews and Phariſees, but is worſe even than 
Turks and Infidels. He profeſſes that he 
knows God, but in Works he denies him : 
And he that thus denies Chri/ before Men, 
F him 
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of the church of ENGLAND. 7 
him will he deny before his Father which is 
in Heaven. For theſe Reaſons, I preſume, 


it will evidently appear, upon what ſuffi- 
cient Grounds the Neglect of _ Duties, 


of providing for | one's own, and eſpecially 
thoſe of one's own Houſe, is in ſo emphatical a 
Manner branded by the Apoſtle with this 
malignant Character, of denying the Faith, 
and being worſe than an Infide]. A terrible 
Charge indeed! and what I do not re- 
member, throughout the whole Scripture 
to be apply'd to any other Sin, and there- 
fore ſeems appropriated to this, to ſet out 
its peculiar and prodigious Guilt and Black- 
neſs above all others; which ſhould there- 
fore make us very cautious how we fall 
dn the leaſt 3 of it. 


I $HALL apply theſe Words i in ith. of 
a CHARITY I am about to propoſe to you, 
for the effectual Maintenance of Widows 
and Children of ſuch Clergy as die poor. 
Though I am far from ſuſpecting any 
Clergyman of the Church of Englund to be 
deficient in this Part of his Duty; yet find- 
ing none have hitherto hit. upon this particu- 


lar Branch of it, I have made bold ta offer it 


„ 


mme Apoſtle) next to your own Families, 
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ta your Conſideration ; nor do I at Wl que 
* your enanmons Alent nato it... WI; 
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5 need not to be told, that che Rahe 
of the Clergy, (according to this Rule of 


do juftly claim the Precedence, as the neareſt 
Relations of Chriſt, both in Perſon and 
Office, as they are ordained and ſent as his 
Repreſentatives here on Earth, the Stewards 
of his holy Myſtcries, Ambaſſadors in his 
Name, to reconcile God to Man, and Men 
to one another, by the Covenant of Peace 
and Salvation, by unfolding its great Du- 
ties and Doctrines, exhibiting the Propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice of the Croſs, and conti 
nually pray ing for the Sins of the People ; 
For which endearing Offices, We, as well 
as the Laity, ſhould efeem them highly in 
love far their Work's fake. Now, becauſe 
Poverty has, ever fince the Reformation, 
upon the Depredations then made on the 
Chureh, been the hard Lot of the Clergy, 
and that their Families, on that Account, 
have been too frequently leſt in Want and 
Miſery, to the Scandal of our Church and 


N we are not e to o, 
ſince 


of the Cburob f ENGTAX v. 
| fince the Cauſe is ſo well known to the 
World. For, be it ſpoken to our Honour, 
that although the Parochial Clergy of. the 
Church of England is the worſt provided 
for of any in Europe, ne their 
Number, (Six thouſand of them, as ap- 
| pears by our publick Accounts, and that's 
above half of them, not enjoy ing, one with 
another, Fifty Pounds a Year, many ſub- 
ſiſting on Ten, and ſome under); yet» 
with theſe diſmal Diſcouragements, which 
no other Profeſſion labours under, our Altar 
bas never yet wanted its willing Attendants + 
Nay, I hope I ſhall not be thought to 
flatter my own Order, if 1 ſhould ſay, 
which is only doing them common Juſtice, 


That both our Church and State have more 


than once owed their Safety, Protection, 


and Welfare, under God, to their learned, 


and immortal Labours. What Pity then, 
my Reverend Brethren, the Seed of ſuch 
ſhould ever beg their Bread! Which wretched 
State you have it in your Power, under 
God, to prevent. Now conſidering the 
great Expences of our Education; the re- 
putable and liberal Ways in which we are 
brought up; che extended Friendihips and 
3 Ac- 
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10 4 LITT EN roall the CEA r 
Acquaintances we have in the World; the 
Burdens and Charges we have exacted upon 
us, when we are admitted into Benefices ; 
the Hoſpitality and Charity that is always 
required from us, (and, I may fay, as 
generally given by us); the Inconveniencies 
which, on theſe Accounts, we labour under 
in Marriage, and the numerous Iſſue that 
often attends us, together with the Mean- 
neſs of our Benefices, and thoſe too heavily 
laden with Incumbrances, uſually eating 


out the third Part of the Revenue; the 


Length of Time even before we come to 
our Poſſeſſions, and the ſhort Space that, 
for the moſt part, we can enjoy them ; and 
the little Opportunity we have ſtoln out 
of the Circle of Labour and Study, which 
we are neceſſarily engaged in, to mind 
_ worldly Affairs, and, generally, the Inca- 
pacity alſo we have to manage them; and 
conſidering that this little All is but a 
Tenure for Life, and how impoſſible it is 
to lay up for a Family out of ſuch a ſlender 
Proviſion ; I ſay, If we duly. weigh all 
| theſe Inconveniencies attending our ſacred 
Function, did we not derive a particular 
and inviſible Bleſſing of Providence upon 

18 our 


f the Church of ENGLAND. 11 
our Poſterity, I fear there wou'd be a much 
greater Reaſon for this Complaint, than even 
now there appears to be ; though, God 3 
knows, that i is great enough. | 


Bo this Doctrine of the Apoſtle is more 
applicable to thy FY/idows of the Clergy. 
If the Church, in thoſe primitive Ages, 
ehought themſelves obliged to provide for 
Widows in general, as their greateſt Objects 
of Pity; I will preſume to ſay, No Century, 
fince the writing of this Epiſtle of St. Paul, 
could ſhew ſo many Widows in particular, 
that intirely fulfill'd the excellent and 
moving Character required of them in this 
Chapter, to recommend them to, our Kind- 
neſs and Fayour : For theſe are, doubtleſs, 

Widows indeed, all of them bereay'd of 

the Comfort and. Support of their Huſ- 

bands, ſome of them burden'd with a 
| numerous Family, if poſſible, more deſti- 
tute and helpleſs than themſelves. Such 
miſerable Creatures ſure may, in the 
ſtricteſt ScSſe, be ſaid to be left deſolate, 

ſtript of all Aid and Aſſiſtance, who have 

nothing left to depend on, but the Mercies 
of that GOD who is 4 Father to the Futber- 

| B 2 ., 
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12 A Litre to at or 
Iſs, and Husband to the Widow; ſeveral 
of whom formerly, in their Proſperity, | 
have lived decently in the World, who 
have been well reported of for good Works, 
have lodged Strangers, have relieved the Af 
fi ied, haye diligently followed every good 
Work ; with ſuch, the Apoſtle ſays expreſly 
the Church is to be charged, as dom 
indeed, the moſt preſſing Objects of Cha- 
rity in the World; as Women generally 
well deſcended, and bred up in à liberal 
Education, upon whom Poverty ſits more 
hard, many of them being incapable of any 
ſervile Employment, and moſt of them 
difabled by Sickneſs, Infirmities, or old 
. Age ; and 1 whom it is no little Aggra- 
vation of their Sufferings, to be compell'd, 
with modeſt Reluctance, to make their 
Conditions known, 


A certain Greek Writer informs us, that 
it was a wiſe Cuſtom in the Government 
of Samos, to provide for the Mothers of 
thoſe that were flain in the Wars, by 
charging chem upon the richer Citizens to 
be maintain d, to encourage others to die 


bravely in the Service of their Country 
How 
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How much more Reaſon is there for the 
fad Relicts of thoſe who have ſpent their 
whole Lives and Fortunes in the Chriſtian 
Warfare, who have fougbe their good 


Fight, and finiſhed their Cturſe,” to be 
conſidered with reſpe& to the Merits of 
their Husbands, who, though dead, yet. ſpeak 


in a double Senſe, in the Wants of their 
Families, and in their ſucceſsful Labours 


in the Goſpel ; which, to the Glory of 


God, and the Paificetion of his Church, 
do ſtill ſarvive them Thus their Great 
Maſter whom they follow'd, having almoſt 
compleated the great Work of the Salyation 
of Mankind, being ready to expire on 


the Croſs, commits his Mother to the Care 


and Maintenance of his beloved Diſciple, 
with this endearing Expreſſion, Behold thy 
Mother. And ttis recorded, to the im- 
mortal Honour of that Apoſtle, that he 
chearfully receiy'd the holy Charge, and 


from that Hour took her to his own 


Home. 


Bur next I ſhall conſider the Apoſtle's 
Doctrine here laid down, as moſt highly 
— ta the Cbiluror of the Clergy: 
| They 
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14 A LETTER 70 all the CIER GY 
They are left in ſo forlorn and deſtitute 
a Condition, that the naked Repreſentation 
of it is enough to move your Pity. If 
Youth, Virtue, and Innocence, in the utmoſt 
Peril and Diſtreſs, bereay'd not only of 
the Comforts, but even neceſſary Subſiſtence 
of Life, expoſed to all [Temptations of 
griping Want, fallen from the Advantages | 
of a liberal Education into Contempt and 
Wretchedneſs, abandon'd, friendleſs, undone, 
bereft of every Stay ſave Innocence and 
Heaven; If theſe Circumſtances, I ſay, 
can provoke, nay, extort your Charity, 
it muſt be moſt applicable; as you can- 
not but have Bowels of Compaſſion, 
they muſt yearn over theſe deplorable 
ure 


Axvp all theſe Miſeries, my Reverend 
Brethren, and many more, which none 
but the ſad Sufferers can relate, are. to 
be prevented by a general, but ſmall 
annual Taxation on your Benefices, Ye 
weu'd not, I'm ſure, be outdone in Cha- 
rity, or a prudent Provifion for your 
Poſterity, by the rude, though brave and 
neceſſary Part of our Nation ; I mean the 
Sailors 2 


of the Church of ExcI A, 15 
Sailors; wou'd you pay but what they 
already do for the Support of their 
Widows, this miſerable Scene of Want 
opens into a joyful Proſpect, where ye will 
behold the Widow and e com- 
fortably maintained: 1 


Dedicate to this Uſe Three -pence ks . 


of every Pound you receive from 


the Church, and the? Buſineſs is 


done. EA + 64 Bos mn 
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And as ye are Men of Integrity, there 
will be no Neceſſity of a ſtrict In- 
quiry into the Value of your Livings, 
but what you yourſelves report to be 
the yearly Neat Profit to you, for ſo 
much they ſhall remain chargeable, and 
no more: So that if you are poſſeſſed 
of a Living of Fifty Pounds à Year, 
you will pay. Twelye Shillings and Six- 
pence out of it towards this Charity. 
Were ye ſure. to reap no other Advan- 
tage by it, than doing your Duty, 
and lending to the Lord; that Motive, 
| ſurely, were ſufficient. But in this World, 
which 
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which is fo full of Changes and Viciſſi- 
tudes, that Lord alone can tell who may 
ſtand in Need of it. We do not all die 
poor, nor will all leave Widows and Chil- 
dren; ſo that, by this large annual Income, 
ns: is no Doubt to be made, but it will 
be ſufficient, at firſt, for the good Uſes | 
deſigned, and afterwards increaſe into a 
large Capital, a Holy Bank; which will 
be a Glory to our Church, an Honour to 
our Nation, and a Bleſling to Thouſands we 
| yet unborn. 


I camor think any Individual amongſt 2 
us can object to this PROPOSAL. If 
you are rich, and, on that Account, may 
imagine none of yours may want Aſſiſtance 
then, on the other hand, you can the 


better afford this Charity: If you are - | 


poor, and therefore may think you are 
too much taxed already, to be able to 
pay any additional one; then, the more 
likely, your Family may be the better for 


it; nay, it is poſſible, they may receire 
Hundreds of Pounds, for your having 


paid only one Half-yearly Payment of a 
few Shillings. Nor can I think it wou'd 
| be 


IA 


"of #he 'Oburth of ENG 47 
be a Motive for ill-confider'd Marriages ; 
tis to think too meanly of a Clergyman, - 
to ſuppoſe / he would fun into a. vilfut 5 ol 
TOE... 25 r 


TE sum that wilt pony Faiſed! by 1 


this Method, T conceive will be ſufficient * 


to anſwer effeQually the Intent: It will 
proyide for above Six Hundred Perſons 
every Lear; ; the Widows, at Twenty 
Pounds per Annum for Life; and each 
Child at Ten Pounds per Auuum till Sixteen 
Years old, then to be ſtruck off this 
CHARITY; allowing each Son or Daughter 
as handſome -a Fortune as the Capital 
vill admit of. It is not to be ſuppoſed 5 
that every Year ſuch à Number will ſtand 
in Need of it: So that we may reaſonablx 
conclude there will always be | a large 
Reſerve even out of the Taxation of your 
Livings; beſides the great Aſſiſtance you 
will, no Doubt, have from their Lordſhips 
the Biſhops, and other Dignitaries - of the 
Church, to whom I ſhall not preſume to 
preſcribe Rules for their Charity. 
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* * Avent great. Adrantayf FS will * 
have in this, more than in other, Terz. 
tions; which ia, the ſmall Expente that _ 
will attend the, Collection of it: Let it be 
paid into the Hands of the Archdeacol ajt 
his Viſitation, and by him remitted into 

. the Hands of the Weep of the TOM 3 
Discs. e 


| Tu 2 N PRI tg you have 
it in your Power to provide for thoſe of 
your own Houſe, and need no longer 
be reduced to that mean and ineffeftaat- 
Method of Begging once a Year at Saint 
Pals; which, to me, ſeems ſo far from 
doing Good, that it is a Diſſervice to the 
Children: For I can't help thinking many_ 
a worthy Gentleman would provide for 
the Child of a Clergyman they, perhaps, 
had valued, were it not that they ſup- 
poſed this ſeeming Charity would fave 
them the Labour. All I Sail farther ſay 
to you, is to aflure you, That I have no 
Wife or Family of my on; and, on that 
Account, I hope vou will believe, what 


1 offer to you, is calculated with no other 
-» Views 
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